
Según lo establecido en las bases de dicho sorteo, la cantidad recibida
debe ser usada para propósitos educativos en lengua inglesa. El resto de
candidatos recibieron premios de consolación donados por University of
Cambridge ESOL Examinations y la Caja de Ahorros del Mediterráneo,
así como material educativo ofrecido por la editorial Pearson Educación
representada por Pedro Vega.
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Resultaron agraciados César Rubén Jacquet de la academia St. Andrew's
de Elche y José Miguel Bri de la academia Interlingu a de Elche.

Left to right: J.Miguel Bri and César R. Jacquet

Pedro Vega y  Cynthia Severance (Local Secretary)

The meeting was held at
Downing College, Regent Street,

Cambridge, UK.

Right to left: Cynthia Severance (Elche),
Encarnita Muñoz (Murcia),

Jonathan Whitehead (Alicante) .

  THE FIRST SPANISH LOCAL SECRETARIES VISIT
 took place on the 22 and 23 of September 2005.  Twenty
authorised Spanish ESOL Examination centres were invited
to  attend  a  meeting  at   the University of  Cambridge,  UK.
Fourteen Cambridge ESOL UK representatives were present
and  had prepared  a varied programme which  consisted  of
topics ranging  from customer service to  the development of
new   examinations   and   their   importance   from  a  global
perspective.  The  meeting  was decidedly  and unanimously
considered  successful and  tremendously useful by all those
who participated.

La escuela en Anantapur, India, que Apropos construyó en 1998 mediante la Fundación Vicente
Ferrer, está situada en una  de las  zonas más  pobres de  aquel país.  La  educación  es  el único
medio  que  los dalits  (intocables)  tienen  para  superar su status social inferior. Como  todos  los
años, vamos a  realizar un  mercadillo navideño  con  productos artesanos en  las  instalaciones
de Apropos para recaudar los 600 Euros que aportamos todos los años para mantener la escuela
y las familias de los niños y mujeres que acuden a ella.
Esperamos tu visita del 1 al 23 de diciembre.

 APROPOS  EDUCACIÓN  Y  CULTURA  EN  INGLÉS       en  calidad  de centro
examinador   ES-397  de   la  University  of  Cambridge ESOL Examinations,
realiza cada año un gran esfuerzo por promocionar y potenciar el estudio de
la lengua inglesa por parte de los estudiantes de nuestra zona. El pasado 21
de octubre de 2005  se  celebró  el sorteo con el fin de otorgar dos becas de
300 Euros y el reintegro del importe de la matrícula a dos de los candidatos
que obtuvieron la máxima puntuación  (Pass with Merit)  en el examen PET
de la University de Cambridge ESOL Examinations realizado en los meses
de mayo y junio de 2005.



English is a Germanic Language of the Indo-European Family. It is the second most spoken language in the world.

It  is estimated  that  there are 300 million native speakers and 300 million who use English as a second language and a further 100
million  use it  as a  foreign language.  It  is  the language of  science, aviation, computing, diplomacy, and tourism.  It is listed as the
official or co-official language of over 45 countries and is spoken extensively in other countries where it has no official status. English
plays a part in the cultural, political or economic life of the following countries.

Antigua, Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, Botswana, Brunei (with Malay), Cameroon (with French), Canada (with French), Dominica,
Fiji, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, India (with several Indian languages), Ireland (with Irish Gaelic), Jamaica, Kenya (with Swahili), Kiribati, Lesotho
(with Sotho),   Liberia,   Malawi (with Chewa),   Malta (with Maltese),   Mauritius,  Namibia (with Afrikaans),  Nauru (with Nauruan),  New Zealand,  Nigeria,
Pakistan (with Urdu),   Papua New Guinea,   Philippines (with Tagalog),   Puerto Rico (with Spanish),  St Christopher and Nevis,  St Lucia,  St Vincent,
Senegal (with French), Seychelles (with French), Sierra Leone, Singapore (with Malay, Mandarin and Tamil), South Africa (with Afrikaans, Xhosa and Zulu),
Surinam (with Dutch),  Swaziland (with Swazi),  Tanzania (with Swahili),  Tonga (with Tongan), Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu, Uganda, United Kingdom
and its dependecies, United States of America and its dependencies, Vanatu (with French), Western Samoa (with Samoan), Zambia, Zimbabwe.

This compares to 27 for French, 20 for Spanish and 17 for Arabic. This domination is unique in history. Speakers of languages like
French, Spanish and Arabic may disagree, but English is on its way to becoming the world's unofficial international language.
Mandarin (Chinese) is spoken by more people, but English is now the most widespread of the world's languages.

Half  of  all  business  deals are conducted in English. Two thirds of all scientific papers are written in English. Over 70% of all post /
mail is written and addressed in English. Most international tourism, aviation and diplomacy is conducted in English.

The history of the language can be traced back to the arrival of three Germanic tribes to the British Isles during the 5th Century AD.
Angles, Saxons and Jutes crossed the North Sea from what is the present day Denmark and northern Germany. The inhabitants of
Britain  previously  spoke  a  Celtic  language.  This  was  quickly  displaced.  Most  of  the  Celtic speakers were pushed into Wales,
Cornwall and Scotland. One group migrated to the Brittany Coast of France where their descendants still speak the Celtic Language
of Breton today.  The Angles were named from Engle, their land of origin.  Their language was called  Englisc  from which the word,
English derives. An Anglo-Saxon inscription dated between 450 and 480AD is the oldest sample of the English language.

During the next few centuries four dialects of English developed:  Northumbrian in Northumbria, north of the Humber,  Mercian in
the Kingdom of Mercia, West Saxon in the Kingdom of Wessex, Kentish in Kent

During  the  7th and  8th Centuries, Northumbria's  culture  and  language dominated Britain. The Viking invasions of the 9th Century
brought this domination to an end (along with the destruction of Mercia). Only Wessex remained as an independent kingdom. By the
10th Century, the West Saxon dialect became the official language of Britain.  Written Old English is mainly known from this period.
It was written in  an  alphabet  called  Runic, derived from the  Scandinavian  languages ( in Old Norse the word rune means 'letter’).
The Latin Alphabet was brought over from Ireland by Christian missionaries. This has remained the writing system of English.

At  this  time,  the  vocabulary  of  Old  English  consisted  of  an  Anglo Saxon  base  with  borrowed  words  from the Scandinavian
languages (Danish and Norse)  and  Latin.  Latin  gave  English  words  like street, kitchen, cup, cheese, wine, angel, candle.  The
Vikings  added  many  Norse  words: sky, egg, cake, skin, window (wind eye), husband, fellow,anger, odd, ugly, get, give, take, call,
they, their, them. Celtic words also survived mainly in place and river names (Devon, Dover, Kent, Trent, Severn, Avon, Thames).

Many pairs of English and Norse words coexisted giving us two words with the same or slightly differing meanings. (Norse: ill, English:
sick).  In 1066 the Normans conquered Britain. French became the language of the Norman aristocracy and added more vocabulary
to English. More pairs of similar words arose. (French: close, English: shut)

Since the 16th Century, because of the contact that the British had with many peoples from around the world, and the Renaissance
of Classical learning, many words have entered the language either directly or indirectly. Borrowed words include names of animals
(giraffe, zebra), clothing (pyjama, turban), food (spinach, chocolate), scientific and mathematical terms (algebra, geography), drinks
(tea, cider), religious terms (Jesus, nirvana), sports (checkmate, golf), vehicles (car, coach), music and art (theatre, easel), weapons
(pistol, trigger), political and military terms (admiral, parliament), and astronomical names (Saturn, Leo).

Languages that have contributed words to English  include Latin, Greek, French, German, Arabic, Hindi (from India), Italian, Malay,
Dutch,  Farsi  (from Iran and Afganistan),  Nahuatl (the Aztec language),  Sanskrit (from ancient India),  Portuguese,  Spanish, Tupi
(from South America), Ewe (from Africa) and those from North American Indian tribes. As you can see, the list of borrowed words is
enormous and, as a consequence, the vocabulary of English has become the largest of any language.

Even with all these borrowings the heart of the language remains the Anglo-Saxon of Old English. Only about 5000 or so words from
this period have remained unchanged but they include the basic building blocks of the language: household words, parts of the body,
common  animals,  natural elements,  most  pronouns,  prepositions,  conjunctions and  auxiliary verbs. Grafted onto this basic stock
was a wealth of contributions to produce, what many people believe, is the richest of the world's languages.
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•The Origin and History of the English Language 

* “A Rainbow Language” was coined by Anne Soukhanov, the U.S. Editor of  Microsoft’s Encarta World English Dictionary


